ABAHLALINOT ABAHAMBE

| feel so ashamed that

My fellow worker and her partner
And child

Are being chased

Across a border

Drawn by Cecil John Rhodes

My grief is unbounded
Because they murdered
My Mozambican brother
On a rumour unfounded

A group groomed by

The CAPS curriculum
Imported from the USA
Suddenly applying
Mathematics to murder
‘vertical or horizontal,
Abahambe’

While some Socialists

Are stuck on a machine

Was it dialysis

Or paralysis?

Refusing to name the enemy...
The mines continue to loot
While the keyboard warriors reboot
From cappuccino

To cappuccino...

They say it is ‘matcha’
Nowadays...

The SANDF

Protects the malls here
And the imperial mines
Inthe DRC

Why don’t you see?
The government
Protects the big looters
And now

The small ones too

| feel so ashamed

They turned away a
Zimbabwean woman

From a clinic

To die on a pavement

Next to the mall

They refused to catch her fall
They only heard the call
‘abahambe’

They lost their humanity
Oh, the insanity
(even criminals are treated better)

Refuge

Refugee

A place of safety

A chance of life

That could only be

Gained by

Crossing a border

Drawn by Cecil John Rhodes

Yesterday

They said ‘Rhodes must fall’
Today they are the leaders

Of Abahambe...

So actually, they only sought
Aplace

At the master’s table

‘please don’t disconnect my cable
| need my wifi’

At night they cheer for

The DRC and Ghana

At the World cup

By day they

Hunt Black skins

From the rest of Africa

‘Ghana- be gone here’

‘DRC- we don’t want to see you here’
‘Pakistani- pack up and go’

‘Only those trained in misinformation
By the USA

Can remain here.’

| am full of hope

Abahlali meets abahambe,
Giving direction

Against the infection,

Unite the workers,

Check in on your neighbours
Form joint committees
Educate, act, unite...

The imperialist is the virus
We, are the cure.
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Abahambe is an isiZulu phrase
meaning ‘they must leave’ or
‘they should go! It has become
aslogan used by anti-migrant
movements in South Africa

such as March and March and
Operation Dudula. Mabahambe
is a more direct imperative form,
meaning ‘let them leave’ or ‘they
must go. These movements

call for the mass deportation

of undocumented migrants,
citing concerns about crime,
unemployment, and pressure

on public services. Many of

the protests have resulted in
afrophobic* attacks on foreign
nationals - whether documented
or undocumented - and, in some
cases, have turned deadly.
*Afrophobia refers specifically
to hostility towards African
migrants, whereas xenophobia is
hostility towards foreigners more
generally.

Abahlaliis an isiZulu word
meaning ‘residents’ or ‘those
who live in a place! The termis
most closely associated with
Ababhlali baseMjondolo (meaning
‘residents of the shacks’), a
grassroots social movement

founded in Durban in 2005. The
movement seeks to democratise
society from below, campaigns
for land, housing, and dignity, and
opposes xenophobia.

CAPS stands for the Curriculum
and Assessment Policy Statement.
It is the official national curriculum
framework used in South African
public schools from Grade R to
Grade 12, setting out the content
to be taught and the standards for
assessment in each subject. CAPS
has been critiqued for dampening
creativity.

Rhodes Must Fall was a student-
led protest movement that
began at the University of Cape
Town on 9 March 2015, calling
for the removal of a statue
commemorating Cecil Rhodes.
The campaign soon evolved into
a broader movement advocating
for the decolonisation of higher
education in South Africa. It
inspired similar movements

at universities both within the
country and internationally.
Following a University of Cape
Town Council decision, the statue
was removed on 9 April 2015.
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